
Through the Lens of Resilience, France 

Sector: Audio-Visual Arts (Photography) 

Type of business / employment: Self-employed 

Background 

UA woman is a Ukrainian professional photographer from eastern Ukraine. Her life 

changed dramatically in 2014 when war broke out in Eastern Ukraine, forcing her to 

relocate for the first time. In 2022, at the beginning of the full-scale invasion, she made a 

second life-changing move – to Paris. Adapting to a new country was challenging: finding 

permanent housing in Paris proved extremely difficult and expensive. UA woman often 

relied on temporary subleases or shared apartments with friends.  

Despite these challenges, she kept her passion for photography alive and used her lens to 

find beauty and hope amidst uncertainty. 

The Business Journey 

UA woman arrived in France with just her camera equipment and a suitcase. Her prior 

experience as a professional photographer allowed her to quickly start working. Her first 

client was a friend of a friend who wanted a photo session on the streets of Paris. Word 

spread quickly, and soon UA woman’s client base – mostly Ukrainian migrants and 

tourists – began to grow. She developed a unique niche: emotional, story-driven portrait 

photography in iconic and hidden corners of Paris. Her sessions often captured 

meaningful reunions between families separated by war or migration. UA woman 

promotes her work primarily through Instagram, where she shares both her photographs 

and practical tips about life in Paris. Her blog features lesser-known locations, cultural 

highlights, and useful advice for newcomers. Her biggest professional setback came when 

her photography equipment – worth over €5,000 – was stolen in a Paris café. Instead of 

giving up, she rebuilt her business thanks to the generosity of a loyal client who prepaid 

for several future sessions. This act of solidarity symbolized the strong community 

connections UA woman had built. 

 

 



 
Achievements and Impact 

- Established a successful freelance photography business in Paris within months of 

relocation. 

- Built a loyal international clientele, with over 90% of her customers being 

Ukrainians living in or visiting France. 

- Created a popular Instagram blog combining art, travel, and community 

storytelling. 

- Provided emotional support through her art, documenting the resilience and 

reunions of Ukrainian families. 

- Contributed to the positive image of Ukrainian women entrepreneurs in the 

European creative scene. 

UA woman’s story demonstrates how creativity and adaptability can transform 

displacement into opportunity. Through her photography, she preserves the memories of 

those forced to start a new – while building her own path toward stability and artistic 

growth. 

Media Sources of the Story 

Based on publicly available interviews and reports. 

Self-Reflection Questions 

1. Which part of UA woman’s journey do you find most inspiring? 

2. What challenges faced by displaced women do you recognize in her story? 

3. How would you have dealt with losing essential work equipment abroad? 

4. Which of UA woman’s strategies – community networking, social media, or 

resilience – do you find most effective? 

5. Which skills (creativity, communication, adaptability) played the biggest role in 

her success? 

 

 


